
The Derwent World Patents Legal Library on Westlaw®

provides detailed, current and comprehensive resources 
from Derwent Information, the world’s leading patent and
scientific information provider.

Updated every 3-5 days, the library references more than
20 million patents issued by 40 patent authorities. Each record 
is enhanced by Derwent’s English-language abstracts. Also
included are more than four million images and Derwent’s
classification codes and other tools for efficient, precise research. 

The library tells you where in the world an invention 
is patented

The Derwent World Patents Legal Library organizes documents
by patent family, including the basic patent, which ordinarily 
is the first patent issued on an invention, and subsequent or
equivalent patents, which are issued by other authorities for 
the same invention.

The documents are well organized and complete. They include
the patent numbers with document kind codes and publication
dates, full filing details, the inventor and assignee details.

Derwent’s more than 350 specialist editors add information 
to assist researchers in finding and understanding the patents. 
This includes:

■ Patent title – A concise description, written in English, 
of the invention and its novelty.

■ Abstract – A 250- to 500-word summary of the claims 
and disclosure of the invention.

■ Patent assignee code – The owner of the invention, as
indicated on the patent, is represented by a four-character
code. Patents assigned to a parent company or its divisions,
subsidiaries or affiliates can be retrieved via this single code,
enabling simplified location of multinational businesses with
various company names.

■ Class code – Derwent’s categorization of the invention and
novelty. The classification system is simple and assists precise
searching by clarifying ambiguous keywords, and by narrowing
subject or keyword searches. There are 21 broad subject areas,
subdivided into 291 well-defined classes.

■ Images – Technical drawings selected as most representative 
of the invention’s claims.

Search Derwent data with Westlaw speed and ease

The Derwent World Patents Legal Library on Westlaw 
offers legal researchers fast, easy access to reliable data. 

As a subscriber to this library, you can:

■ Cover the world’s major patent-granting authorities or limit
your search to a particular country

■ Pinpoint data quickly by specifying a patent number, assignee,
classification or key terms

■ Choose the portions of a document you want to see

■ Link via hypertext to full-text U.S. patents on Westlaw, and
easily expand your research to intellectual property law, 
analysis and practice materials on Westlaw

■ Use WestClip® to monitor new patents and patent applications

This library complements these other Westlaw resources:

■ Patents Library, containing the full text of more than
three million U.S. patents issued from 1976 to the present, 
as well as PCT full-text patents from 1978. Images included.

■ Patent Analytical Library, compiling respected treatises, journals,
law reviews and newsletters

■ Derwent LitAlert®, with records of patent and trademark
infringement lawsuits filed in U.S. District Courts and reported
to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office since 1973

■ Patent Status File, weekly updating of post-issue actions, 
as reported in the USPTO’s Official Gazette

■ KeyCite® patent citator

■ Intellectual Property Primary Law Library and Intellectual
Property Analytical Library, covering patents, trademarks,
copyrights, licensing and other topics
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DERWENT WORLD PATENTS 
LEGAL LIBRARY DWPL

PATENTS COVERAGE INCLUDES:
Argentina – 1974-1976

Australia – 1963-1969, 1983 to present

Austria – 1975 to present

Belgium – 1963 to present

Brazil – 1976 to present

Canada – 1963 to present

China – 1987 to present

Czech Republic – 1993 to present

Czechoslovakia – 1975-1994

Denmark – 1974 to present

European Patents – 1978 to present

Finland – 1974 to present

France – 1963 to present

Germany – 1963 to present

Hungary – 1975 to present

International Technology Disclosures – 
1984-1993

Ireland – 1963-1969, 1995 to present

Israel – 1975 to present

Italy – 1966-1969, 1978 to present

Japan – 1963 to present

Luxembourg – 1984 to present

Mexico – 1998 to present

Netherlands – 1963 to present

New Zealand – 1993 to present

Norway – 1974 to present

Patent Cooperation Treaty – 1978 to present

Philippines – 1995 to present

Portugal – 1974 to present

Research Disclosure – 1978 to March 2001

Romania – 1975 to present

Russia – 1994 to present

Singapore – 1995 to present

Slovakia – 1994 to present

South Africa – 1963 to present

South Korea – 1986 to present

Soviet Union – 1963-1994

Spain – 1983 to present

Sweden – 1974 to present

Switzerland – 1963 to present

Taiwan – 1993 to present

United Kingdom – 1963 to present

United States – 1963 to present

Images – 1989 to present

Note: The Derwent World Patents Legal Library
identifier (DWPL) previously was known as
Derwent International Patent Family File (DIPF).


